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Joan Ayre Writes … 

 
Notes from a Reader still unlicenced: 
As most of you know I have been your Lay Reader in training for a long time. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic the date for my licencing has been postponed till the 
24

th 
of April - it feels a long time to wait.  As I mentioned in my sermon recently, I 

have felt called to assist at St Anne’s by becoming a reader for a long time, but the 
time is almost here. 
The season of Lent is even closer starting on Ash Wednesday which is the 17

th
 of 

February this year.  Lent is the Anglo Saxon for Spring (looking outside it does not 
feel much like Spring yet).  Forty days excluding Sundays of which there are 6 as 
they are counted as mini-Easters as we celebrate Jesus’s Death and                 
Resurrection.  It is traditional to give up something for Lent as in the past people 
restricted their food during Lent, but it has also become much more frequent to 
take up something devotional or extra prayer.  We are indeed blessed to have Rev 
Stuart in our community who will be providing a Bible Study over Lent and as we 
gather for that we could perhaps consider what as St Anne’s family we would like 
to agree to pray about each day, ideally all at the same time.  Praying in our own 
unique ways for some aspect of St Anne’s family plus the wider world.  Currently I 
have several ideas in my head one of which is how we can light a beacon with our 
children, youth work and families but each of you will have your own priorities for St 
Anne’s so please share them. 
Lent is indeed a time for reflection so please share your reflections to edify us all. 
God Bless 
Joan 

Saint Anne’s Prayer Meetings 
 
How can we, as St Anne’s Church, pray during these difficult times? 
Certainly, we should pray on our own and also, hopefully, alongside one another   
using the recorded prayers on a Sunday. 
 
But also we can pray together, at 3.00pm on Tuesdays, using Zoom to connect our 
phones or computers - details available on the website or in the magazine. 
 
One day, the disciples asked Jesus how to pray like He did. At the beginning of Luke 
chapter 11 Jesus gives the outline of the Lord’s Prayer as a place to start. So we are 
using this as our outline on Tuesdays as, for about an hour, we learn how to have a 
conversation of thankfulness and prayer together - with Jesus at the centre. 
 
If you can, please join us. Whether or not you voice your prayers, you can contribute 
your thoughts and say ‘Amen.' 
 
Gill Kimber 
(Facilitator) 
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 ST. ANNE’S LENT COURSE 2021 

 

Sunday 28th February to Sunday 28th March at 3.00pm 

 

We’ll be preparing ourselves for Easter this year by seeking to know God   

better… by seeking to know Jesus better… by walking with Him through the Gospel 

of Mark - and learning to love Him. 

 

AN APPRENTICESHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST 

 

…is a five-session video course based on the Outline of Mark’s Gospel in  

Stuart Kimber’s book ‘A Pathway into the Bible – Walking with God Then and Now.’ 

Stuart himself will be leading the course by Zoom, using the videos, on five Sunday 

afternoons at 3.00pm starting on Sunday 28th February. This Apprenticeship will 

include ten short assignments: 

 

 

 

 We’ll watch the videos together, pausing for Bible readings and brief            

discussions. Make sure you have a Bible, a pen and paper, and a cup of tea with 

you! The videos will also be available on St Anne’s website in case you can’t come 

to the course or would like to watch them again. You can also get a small booklet 

from Stuart containing the Outline of Mark’s Gospel costing £2.50.  
 

Sunday 28th February 1. Meeting Jesus 

Sunday 7th March 3. Watching Jesus 

Sunday 14th March 5. On the Road with Jesus 

Sunday 21st March 6. The Final Teaching of Jesus 

Palm Sunday 28th March 8. Thursday Evening 

9. Friday Morning 

10. Resurrection Day! 

Thank You Charitas 
The PCC, on behalf of everyone at St. Anne’s, would 

like to say a huge thank you to Charitas for all her 

hard work each week editing the weekly online        

service, putting it on line and making copies of the  

service on DVDs. Everyone really appreciates        

everything that you do. Thank you. 
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WALKING WITH THE FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

THE GOSPELS AND THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts 

 

In many ways, the most obvious place to experience ‘walking with God’ is in the 

Gospels. The Son of God Himself, is walking through life as a human being, and as 

we ‘walk’ with Him in our mind’s eye, we’re as close as we can be ‘on paper’ to 

walking with God. At the same time we’re also ‘walking’ with the first disciples as 

they literally walked with Jesus. So we learn from them too. 

Unlike how we usually read the Gospels, the best way is to read a whole one at 

one sitting – then they become a kind of ‘apprenticeship with Jesus’. They weren’t 

written, first and foremost, to give us a series of incidents and bits of teaching from 

Jesus’ life, but to introduce us to the character and person of Jesus Himself.  

John probably speaks for all the Gospel writers when he says:  
 

“Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”  

(John 20.30-31) 

 

I suggest you read Study 1 in ‘A Jog Through the New Testament’ in Appendix 2, 

before you start reading here. These Outlines don’t tell you everything that’s in 

each Gospel because with the Gospels particularly you need to read them as a 

whole. To avoid repetition, I expand more on the first half of Matthew and the    

second half of Luke, with Mark and John getting equal treatment all the way 

through. I’ve also added an EXTRA COLUMN in each Outline. The one in Mark is 

especially for anyone who’s recently become a Christian or is thinking about it. In 

the other three Gospels it draws out a particular theme or ‘thread’ typical of each. 

 

In ‘A Jog Through the New Testament’, I group the Book of Acts with Paul’s letters, 

because they were written during the time covered by Acts and relate to churches 

mentioned in it. But here I’ve put Acts with the Gospels because they also have a 

close link. Both the Gospels and Acts are the story of the Good News being 

preached – by Jesus and then by the Apostles. So the Acts of the Apostles is really 

a continuation of our ‘walk’ with those who walked with Jesus. We’ll also discover 

what it’s like to ‘walk with the Holy Spirit,’ who is clearly guiding and directing 

throughout. In the Acts Outline I’ve also added an EXTRA COLUMN highlighting 

the twelve evangelistic speeches which crop up throughout the story. 

 

*** 

“Gospel is a Greek word that signifies good, merry, glad and joyful tidings – tidings   
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that make a man’s heart glad and make him sing, dance, and leap for joy.” 

“In the Old Testament are many promises, which are nothing other than the gospel 

to save those who believe them from the vengeance of the law. And in the New  

Testament there is frequent mention of the law to condemn those who do not       

believe the promises. Moreover, the law and the gospel may never be considered 

as if they are separate the one from the other.” 

 

A Pathway Into the Holy Scripture 

William Tyndale 

(c.1530) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stuart Kimber 

Christian Aid Thank You From Sabnam 
 

Sabnam, from Nepal, is a daily wage labourer. Like others in her community, she  

survives on the small income she receives from her work, day by day. She was    

happily expecting her first child when the arrival of the coronavirus changed          

everything. 

Sudden lockdown ended the work that Sabnam, her husband and entire family relied 

on. There was no money, and little food. It left her fearful for her developing baby's 

well-being. 

Thankfully, Sabnam gave birth to a healthy baby boy. But her joy soon turned to    

worry over continued lack of nutritious food: ‘not for my sake, but for my baby.’ 

So Sabnam was over the moon to receive food parcels, provided with your help 

through a local Christian Aid partner. The parcels were put together specifically to 

help 1,300 pregnant and new mothers. They included pulses, 

beans and a nutritious wheat, barley and milk drink. 

‘The food that I got was just right for a new mother, for nutrition which would           

ultimately benefit my baby too. l would like to thank you all from the bottom of my 

heart.’ 

Altogether, our emergency food assistance in Nepal reached thousands of very poor 

and vulnerable mums,  elderly people, and people with disabilities. You also helped 

support health and quarantine centres, hygiene 

measures and public awareness to reduce the spread of coronavirus 

amongst the most marginalised communities. 



Puzzle Page 

 

Find the Link! 
 

Example: A king of Israel and a king of Scotland - David 
 

1. A carpenter of Nazareth and a governor of Egypt. 

 

2. A son of Alphaeus and a son of Zebedee. 

 

3. A city of Syria and a city of Pisidia in Asia Minor. 

 

4. A woman of Magdala and a sister of Lazarus. 

 

5. A son of Jacob and a city at first called Laish. 

 

6.   A citizen of Tarsus and a king of Israel. 

 

7. The husband of Sapphira and a disciple at Damascus. 

 

8. A sorcerer of Samaria, a leper of Bethany and two of the twelve apostles. 

 

9. Jabesh, Ramoth and Mount. 

 

10. The brother of Rufus, a member of the Jewish council, and a coppersmith. 

 

11.   A son of Jacob and a priest of Jerusalem to whom the baby Jesus was taken. 

 

12. A city, a mountain and a tribal area of Canaan. 

 

Answers on Page 10 
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37 - 39 Alvechurch Road 

West Heath 

Birmingham B31 3JW 

 

Tel: 0121 439 3990 
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Children’s Page  

 

Help Freddie Frog join his friends 
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    Children’s Page 

 

Colouring by Numbers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to Janet and Ian Bradley for creating the Children’s Pages each month. 
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Bible Wordsearch (for adults and children!) 

 

Can you find the names of the Old Testament Books? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GENESIS,     EXODUS,     NUMBERS,     DEUTERONOMY,     JOSHUA, 

 

JUDGES,     RUTH,     SAMUEL,     KINGS,     CHRONICLES,     EZRA, 

 

ESTHER,     JOB,     PSALMS,     PROVERBS,     ECCLESIASTES,     ISAIAH, 

 

EZEKIEL,     DANIEL,     MALACHI,     AMOS,     JONAH,     MICAH,     JOEL 

 
 

S P B G E O Q I U L S P X E V N R W T 

I Z T B S N J Z D E C H T U R G M A Y 

S B M P H R U O E I G K N D S C A B H 

E H J O E L X M T Y E Z E K I E L Z M 

N V U E Z N K L B X F D O G D Z A H A 

E P R K C G P M Q E J T I V E L C L X 

G L E I N A D H B S R D E G U Y H X J 

B H V N Y L E X O D U S K P T R I C G 

W X E G O T I Z Q A N Z M K E Z R A N 

A F P S Y K J S U V H C B F R L N G X 

Y I W J P N B H A C I M L K O U E B A 

Z S F H P E S R Y T G U K D N Z F Q M 

X B K N L O Q A M O S V E N O X B Y F 

C R O B J X F P M W H O S Z M R K J B 

G E D F K O U Y J U B E T B Y P W O T 

H V C M Q Z B C L R E P H Y O C S N D 

U O Y X C H R O N I C L E S F M J A Q 

J R C K U N T W R Y O P R L F B Q H M 

A P S A L M S Q X E T V Z R W X U V J 

C O Q S D P K N B M H A I A S I G L O 
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February 1921 
 

1st February 
Peter Sallis, the British actor, was born in Twickenham. 
He graduated from RADA and became an Associate 
Member of RADA. He served in the Royal Air Force   
during World War II as a ground crew radio operator. He 
was awarded the O.B.E. (Officer of the Order of the    
British Empire) in the 2007 Queen Elizabeth's Birthday 
Honours List for his services to drama. He was the only 
actor to appear in all 295 episodes of ‘Last of the       
Summer Wine’. Ironically, he became best known for  
playing quintessentially northern English characters   
Norman Clegg in Last of the Summer Wine (1973) and 
Wallace in the Wallace and Gromit franchise despite    
actually hailing from Twickenham in Middlesex and    
having a natural accent of RP (Received Pronunciation).  
He retired from acting after filming the final season of Last of the Summer Wine in 
2009. He died on 2nd June 2017. He chose to be buried in the graveyard of St 
John's Church, Holmfirth, Yorkshire - filming location for the long-running            
sitcom, Last of the Summer Wine, in which he played "Clegg" - in the next grave to 
his friend and fellow Last of the Summer Wine actor, Bill Owen, who had died in 
1999.  
 
3rd February 
American film premiere of Charlie Chaplin’s first full-length film, ‘The Kid’,            
co-starring Jackie Coogan as the kid. 
 
12th February 
Winston Churchill became British Minister of Colonies. 
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Answers to December’s Puzzle Page 

 
1. Joseph                         2.   James                             3.   Antioch 

 

4.     Mary                            5.   Dan                                 6.   Saul 

 

7.     Ananias                       8.   Simon                              9.  Gilead 

 

10.   Alexander                   11.  Simeon                          12.   Ephraim  
 

 



February 1971 
4th February 
Rolls-Royce, the symbol of British engineering excellence collapsed into the hands 
of a receiver. 
 
5th February 
Apollo 14 lands safely on the moon. Alan Shepard 
and Edward Mitchell walk on the moon for four 
hours. 
 
6th February 
Alan Shepard hit two golf balls on the moon and 
claimed they travelled miles. In 2021 scientist      
discovered this was not the case and that the balls had travelled yards not miles! 
 
11th February 
Britain was one of 40 nations to sign a treaty which banned nuclear weapons from 
the seabed. 
 
15th February 
After centuries of dealing in pounds, shillings and pence Britain introduced decimal 
currency. Despite a claim by Lord Fiske, chairman of the Decimal Currency Board, 
that “all was going well” many people found the new system difficult to understand 
and were worried that shops would use the change to mark up prices. 
 
19th February 
The TV chat show ‘Parkinson’ presented by Michael Parkinson 
was first broadcast on BBC1. 
 
20th February 

Just one month after he seized power, 
Uganda’s dictator, Major-General Idi Amin, 
promoted himself to the rank of full general 
and appointed himself president. A 13 point          
declaration by leaders of the armed forces endorsed Amin’s   
policies and agreed that he needed to remain in power for five 
years before elections could be held “in a mood of tranquillity 
and mutual respect”. 
 
 

28th February 
Male voters in the tiny European principality of Liechtenstein participated in a       
referendum on whether to allow women to vote and rejected women's suffrage by a 
margin of 80 votes 1,897 against and 1,817 for, leaving Liechtenstein as "the only 
area in the Western world where women cannot vote".  
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Thoughts from the Garden - February 2021 
With this cold frosty and snowy weather it has not been suitable for gardening. So it 

has been a matter of just tidying up any rubbish blown or left and observing the 

changes. There has been one Primrose in flower by the wall since the 2nd of      

January. The heathers and winter Jasmine have been flowering since the 16th of 

January. On the 6th February the Hellebores flowers were visible but not open, as 

were the Daffodils under the notice board. 

The Snowdrops were just showing the white of the flowers so should be out soon. 

At home our Snowdrops have been in flower for a couple of weeks. We also have 

Crocus in flower and winter Aconites just waiting for the sun to shine on them to 

open. Our Hazel catkins are still tightly shut but I noticed the Hazel catkins along the 

car park edge in Sainsbury’s Northfield were in flower last Friday 5th February. 

The Magpies and Woodpigeons are busy collecting twigs for their nests even in the 

snow! At least the daylight is lengthening and there is some warmth in the sunshine. 

So Spring is on it’s way and the roundabout in West Heath 

will soon be a riot of colour with 

yellow, mauve and white crocus. 

Keep looking for the spring 

bulbs coming up and flowering if 

you are out walking.   

Regards Elaine. 

 

Articles for Publication  

Please submit articles either by email to:                                   

arnold112@btinternet.com 

Or leave a printed copy in the Parish Office clearly marked for 

the attention of the Editor. 

Submission Deadlines 

Items for inclusion in the March 2021 edition must reach the  

Editor, Georgina Arnold by 4pm on Friday 26th February 2021.  
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